
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT   

STATE OF ILLINOIS  

  

IN THE MATTER OF  ) 

EXTENDED MEDIA COVERAGE  ) 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURTS OF THE  ) 

SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  ) 

  

  

 ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 2024-26 

  

WHEREAS, Illinois Supreme Court Order M.R. 2634 and attached Policy on  

Extended Media Coverage in the Circuit Courts of Illinois (adopted January 24, 2012, 

and amended February 22, 2016) address extended media coverage and procedures 

governing the same in circuit courts in Illinois; and      

WHEREAS, Section 1.1(a) of the Illinois Supreme Court Policy on Extended  

Media Coverage in the Circuit Courts of Illinois defines “extended media coverage” as 

“any media recording or broadcasting of proceedings by the use of television, radio, 

photographs, or recording equipment for the purpose of gathering and disseminating 

news to the public”; and 

WHEREAS, the Illinois Supreme Court Policy on Extended Media Coverage in  

the Circuit Courts of Illinois provides that a judicial circuit of the circuit courts of Illinois 

may upon application and approval by the Supreme Court of Illinois allow extended 



media coverage of public judicial proceedings in accordance with the provisions set forth 

in the policy; and  

WHEREAS, the Second Judicial Circuit has not made application to and has not 

sought approval by the Supreme Court of Illinois to allow extended media coverage of 

public judicial proceedings in accordance with the provisions set forth in the policy; and 

as such, no such approval has been granted; and 

WHEREAS, Section 1.2(a) of the Illinois Supreme Court Policy on Extended  

Media Coverage in the Circuit Courts of Illinois provides that the chief judge of the 

circuit shall have discretion to deny all extended media coverage; and 

WHEREAS, Section 1.2(k) of the Illinois Supreme Court Policy on Extended  

Media Coverage in the Circuit Courts of Illinois provides that a decision by a judge to 

deny, limit, or terminate extended media coverage is not appealable. 

           IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED effective immediately: 

A. That in keeping with the Illinois Supreme Court Policy on Extended Media 

Coverage in the Circuit Courts of Illinois and for purposes of this Administrative Order, 

“extended media coverage” means any media recording or broadcasting of proceedings  

by the use of television, radio, photographs, or recording equipment for the purpose of 

gathering and disseminating news to the public. 

B. That because extended media coverage can cause distractions and  

disruptions of the order and processes of the courts, influence the behavior of court 

participants, interfere with a litigant’s right to a fair trial, or adversely impact the orderly 



administration of justice, extended media coverage is prohibited in a courtroom, 

immediate vicinity of a courtroom, and in the chambers and offices of the courts. 

 C. That if a violation of this Order occurs, the presiding judge shall order the 

offender to immediately cease and desist such activity and order delivery of the 

recording(s) to the court.  The offending party may also, at the discretion of the presiding 

judge, be removed from the court, have the prohibited equipment subject to seizure, may 

be held in contempt of court, and may be subject to penalties as provided by law.  Court 

personnel shall not be responsible or liable for any damage to or loss of confiscated 

equipment used in prohibited activities pursuant to this Order. 

 

Entered this 18th day of November, 2024.         _________________________________  
                             Melissa A. Morgan, Chief Judge                    
                   Second Judicial Circuit of Illinois  


