
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT   

STATE OF ILLINOIS  

  

IN THE MATTER PORTABLE ELECTRONIC  )  

DEVICES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC   ) 

RECORDING DEVICES IN COURT OFFICES  )  

  

  

 ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 2024-24 

  

           WHEREAS, the Illinois Supreme Court Policy on Portable Electronic Devices 

(effective January 1, 2022) and the Illinois Supreme Court Rule 44 (effective December 

16, 2020) address the use of portable electronic devices and prohibitions of the same in 

courthouses in Illinois; and      

          WHEREAS, court offices under the authority of the Chief Judge are not 

specifically addressed in the Illinois Supreme Court Policy on Portable Electronic 

Devices; and 

 WHEREAS, the purpose of this Administrative Order is to provide guidance on 

the use of portable electronic devices and prohibitions of the same in court offices under 

the authority of the Chief Judge of a Judicial Circuit.    

          IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED effective immediately: 

A That for purposes of this Order, the following definitions apply: 



 1. “Chief Judge” is the Chief Judge of the Second Judicial Circuit of  

  Illinois; 

2. “Court offices” include the Chief Judge’s Office of the Second 

 Judicial Circuit, Court Services Departments and Offices, Adult 

 Probation Departments and Offices, Juvenile Probation Departments 

 and Offices, Offices of Official Court Reporters, and other office  

 operations of the Office of the Chief Judge; 

3. “common areas” are hallways and lobbies outside of court offices; 

4. “court visitor” means any individual present in a court office as set  

 forth herein; 

5. “portable electronic devices” are mobile devices capable of   

 electronically storing, accessing, or transmitting information,   

 including, but not limited to, personal computers, tablet computers,  

 mobile telephones, including cell phones, smartphones, and any  

 form of telephone with a camera and audio and video recording and  

 transmission capabilities, smartwatches, or similar devices; 

6. “portable readers” are electronic calendars, e-book readers, or  

 similar devices incapable of making audio or video recordings;  

  B.   Because inappropriate use of “portable electronic devices” in court offices 

can be a danger to court visitors, cause distractions or intentional or unintentional 



disruptions of the order and processes of the courts, or adversely impact the orderly 

administration of justice, no person except local, state, or federal law enforcement 

officers on official business shall take or broadcast photographs or make or broadcast 

audio or video recordings anywhere in a “court office” without prior approval of the 

Chief Judge or as governed by Illinois Supreme Court Rule 44 as amended; 

 C. No court visitor shall take photographs or make recordings of persons or 

activities in a court office from a common area, including a hallway or lobby; 

 D. No court visitor shall use a portable electronic device to harass or 

intimidate any person or court employee at any time; 

 E. Other electronic devices, including cameras, video cameras, video 

recording equipment, and other recording devices not classified as “portable electronic 

devices” are not allowed in court offices unless permitted by the Chief Judge.  

 F. Except as provided herein, all court visitors may use portable electronic 

devices and portable readers in the common areas of the court offices, including the 

hallways and lobbies, however all portable electronic devices must be placed in silent 

mode when in the common areas of court offices.   

 G. Except as provided herein, all court visitors that seek to use portable 

electronic devices and portable readers within a court office to check calendars, emails, 

messages, make appointments, present case-related information, or for other official 

business purposes must turn off the portable electronic device or always place the device 



in silent mode when it is not being used for such official business and store the portable 

electronic device in provided storage at no cost to the court visitor when not in use.  

Locked storage locker units are recommended as a means for storing portable electronic 

devices, but other forms of on-site storage may be provided and can be as simple as 

number plastic storage containers or envelopes.  On-site storage of portable electronic 

devices may be limited to persons who represent that they have no other means of storage 

available to them, such as a parked vehicle on or near the premises.  

 H. The following persons, all of whom must have proper identification and be 

on official business are authorized to possess portable electronic devices and other 

electronic devices:  

  1.  Employees of local, state, or federal government offices, including 

   the employees of the Chief Judge for use in their official duties; 

  2. Former and current judges; 

  3. Building or maintenance tradespeople, equipment repair persons,  

   and vendors with proper authorization for whom such devices are  

   necessary in the performance of their job;  

  4. Disabled persons, as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act, 

   whose disabilities necessitate the use of an electronic device to  

   communicate;  



  5. Persons required by court order or the Sheriff to wear an electronic  

   monitoring device may wear such a device; 

  6. Parties to protective orders who are furnished with or required to  

   carry a global positioning (GPS) device may possess such device;  

   and  

  7. Any other person or category of persons authorized by order of the  

   court or the Chief Judge to possess an electronic device in the court` 

   facility.  

 I. Court visitors using portable electronic devices or possessing other 

electronic devices as set forth herein in violation of this Order may have their portable 

electronic device or other electronic device confiscated, may be removed from the court 

office, may be held in contempt of court, and are subject to penalties as provided by law. 

Any portable electronic device used in violation of this Order may be confiscated and 

held until all investigative and court proceedings are concluded.  At the discretion of the 

Chief Judge, any unauthorized audio or video recording or photograph shall be preserved 

until all investigative and court proceedings are concluded and shall then be deleted from 

the device.  Court personnel shall not be responsible or liable for any damage to or loss of 

a confiscated portable electronic device. 

Entered this _______________    ______________________________________  
                              Melissa A. Morgan, Chief Judge                     
                          Second Judicial Circuit of Illinois  

10/10/2024


